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2 1 Packages preamb-∗∗∗

whether or not one use hyperrefhyperref and/or babelbabel4. It also include a skeleton that can be used as a
“template”, based on the standard class book, and likely work only with it.

As it contains a large set of packages, that often work only with the standard book class,
this bundle would deserve the creation of a class, that could be done in the future if users
request it. However, it seemed preferable to the author to keep it in the form of separate
packages in order to preserve the modularity and ig needed, ease its customization.

Alternatives
Most thesis template found on CTAN (more than 110) are not recommended (if not strongly
discouraged). However two alternatives could be considered :
• Template and package bundle yathesisyathesis on CTAN
• Template and package bundle classicthesisclassicthesis on CTAN
• Template and package bundle by Matthias-Pospiech,

at URL https://www.matthiaspospiech.de/latex/templates/thesis/https://www.matthiaspospiech.de/latex/templates/thesis/.

1 The five packages preamb-∗∗∗
The descriptions below briefly describe the features added by custom packages and also list the
packages that are loaded directly into these packages, mostly without their dependencies.
Legend:

❤ : commands defined by the package will likely be used by the standard user.
⋆ : packages conditionally loaded depending on selected options.
✎: the corresponding setting can be overridden after package loading.

1.1 Package preamb-util
This package loads many utilities packages, and is essential for the others to work properly.

Packages loaded The packages loaded by preamb-util are listed on table 11 at page 33

Options None

Custom commands provided

• \inputpath (similar to \graphicspath) defines (by overriding) additional paths list to
\input/\include’d files, stored in \input@path5.
Use it as \graphicspath e.g. \inputpath{{./}{../front/}{./chap1/}}.
Siblings : \appendtoinputpath & \prependtoinputpath

• \appendtographicspath & \prependtographicspath improving the previously defined
list (using\graphicspath and stored in \Ginput@path).

• \IfShellEscape[<mode>]{<true>}{<false>} detects the status of -shell-escape and
then executes <true> or <false> code. Defauit <mode> is ‘Enabled’, but other values are
‘Restricted’ or ‘Disabled’.

• \fmeaning typesets in PDF the \meaning of a normal macro.
• \xfmeaning does the same for macros that are protected or have optional arguments.
• \convertto{<unit>}{<\lenght>} typeset in PDF the value of the dimension <\lenght>

using an arbitrary (standard TEX) unit <unit> instead of pt.
4Only the french and english babel’s options have been tested.
5It works for packages files too, but ideally, they should be installed in TEXMFHOME.
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